
ORDINANCE NO. 169
 

AN ORDINANCE CREATING A VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT AS AUTHORIZED 
BY SDCL CHAPTER 9-33. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF EGAN, SOUTH DAKOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Establishment. There is hereby created a volunteer Fire Department for the Town of 
Egan, South Dakota, consisting of a Fire Chief, one Assistant Chief and other officers as the 
Chief and Membership may deem necessary for the effective operation of the Department. 

Section 2. Fire Department Chief. 

2.1 The Chief of the Fire Department shall be appointed by the Membership subject to 
approval by the Town Board of Trustees (Board) and shall serve as a volunteer. 

2.2 The Chief shall be technically qualified by training and experience and shall have 
ability to command the Members and hold their respect and confidence. 

2.3 The Chief shall formulate a set of rules and regulations to govern the Department, to 
be approved by the Board, and shall be responsible to the Town for the personnel, morale 
and general efficiency of the Department. 

2.4 The Chief shall at least once a month conduct suitable drills or instruction in the 
operation and handling of equipment, first aid and rescue work, salvage, a study of 
buildings in the Town Limits, fire prevention, water supplies, and all other matters 
generally considered essential to good firemanship and safety of life and property from 
fire. 

2.5 The Chief is hereby required to assist the proper authorities in suppressing the crime 
of arson by assisting in investigating the cause, origin, and circumstances of all fires. 

2.6 The Chief shall see that complete records are kept on all fires, inspections, apparatus 
and equipment, personnel and other information about the work of the Department. 

2.7 The Chief or designated officer shall report monthly to the Town Board on the 
condition of the apparatus and equipment; the number of fires during the period, their 
location and cause, and dates of same and loss occasioned thereby; the number and 
purpose of all other runs made; and the number of members responding to each fire or 
other run, and any changes in membership. 

Section 3. Membership. 

3.1 The Membership of the Department shall include the Fire Chief, Assistant Chief, 
Officers and Fire-fighting volunteers who shall consist of such persons as may be 



appointed by the Town Board, all of whom shall be qualified citizens. Membership 
qualifications shall be as set forth in the rules and regulations of the Department and the 
Chief shall determine whether candidates for Membership are qualified and may require 
an independent physical examination to help make that determination. 

3.2 Members may be suspended or discharged under circumstances and in the manner as 
set forth in the Department rules and regulations. If any Member is suspended or 
discharged from the Fire Department, on written request of such Member, the suspended 
Member shall be given opportunity for a public hearing before the Board and the Board 
will have the authority to uphold or reverse the suspension. 

Section 4. Equipment. 

4.1 The Department shall be equipped with such apparatus and other equipment as may 
be required from time to time to maintain its efficiency and properly protect life and 
property from fire. 

4.2 Recommendations of apparatus and equipment needed shall be made by the Chief, 
and after approval by the Board shall be purchased in such manner as may be designed by 
the Board. 

4.3 All equipment of the Department shall be safely and conveniently housed in such 
places as may be designated by the Town Board. 

4.4 A person shall not use any fire apparatus or equipment for any private purpose, nor 
shall any person willfully and without proper authority take away or conceal any article 
used in any way by the ~epartment. 

4.5 A person shall. not enter any place where fire apparatus is housed or handle any 
apparatus or equipment belonging to the Department unless accompanied by, or having 
the special permission of, an officer or authorized Member of the Department. 

4.6 The Chief of the Fire Department is hereby authorized to enter into agreements or 
contracts with nearby incorporated communities or governing bodies of other 
organizations to provide the members of such communities or organization with fire 
protection or to establish a mutual aid system, provided however, that all such contracts 
and agreements shall be approved by the Town Board. 

4.7 Apparatus shall not be hired out or permitted to leave the Egan Fire District, except 
in response to a call for aid at a fire, without the consent of the Officer in charge. The 
officer in charge of the Department shall have power to assign equipment for response to 
calls for outside aid and in other cases only when the absence of such equipment will not 
jeopardize protection in this Town. 

Approved this IS+ day of .JlA.I'\e. ,2005. 
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